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Abstract

Considering the crucial role of occupational health and social influence in the coastal waters of Khuzestan
province, imparting environmental awareness to local fishermen proves to be a wise investment for the
conservation and rejuvenation of aquatic resources. In our upcoming study, we examine fishermen's
perceptions of the marine environment and responsible fishing practices, track changes in their attitudes after
training, and identify their priority areas for training. Training sessions were conducted on approved topics
and participants were administered a standardized test before and after the course. A researcher-designed
guestionnaire was used for data collection, following the model and including two dimensions: "subject
importance™ and "competency in the subject". Logistic regression was used to predict training effects on
respondents’ characteristics. Results highlight key educational needs for Abadan's fishermen, including
understanding bycatch and its mitigation methods (Borich's need = 8.17), improving fishing tools and
techniques (6.76), and Biometry and its applications (6.53). After the training course, participants' scores
significantly increased from 34.5+9 to 49.85+17.2. Our results suggest that continuous education and
increased information dissemination can promote environmental awareness in the fishing community

Keywords: Borich’s model, Environmental education, Responsible fishing, Training needs
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